American Freedman. 


{Address, 76 John Street; or P. O. Box 5,733.) 





NEW YORK, MAY, 1866. No. 2 








The American Freedmen’s and Union Commission, 


76 John Street, New York City. 


“This Commission is constituted to aid and co-operate with the people of the South, without distinction 
of race or color, in the improvement of their condition upon the basis of industry, education, freedom, and 
Christian morality. No schools or supply depots shall be maintained from the benefits of which any shall be 
excluded because of color.”—Arrt. II. CoNsTITUTION. 





Bishop MaTtTHEw Simpson, Phila., President. Rev. Lyman Axpsort, Gen. Sec., 

Rey. Jos. P. Tuompson, D.D., N. Y., } | J. Mitner McKim, Cor. Sec., 176 John St., N. Y. 
Wriu1am Liorp Garrison, Boston, ly, Presidents. | Gro. C. WARD, Esq., Treas., ‘ P. O. Box 5,788. 
CHARLEs G. Hammonp, Chicago, | Francis G, Saaw, New York, Chairman Ex. Com. 








DISTRICT OFFICES—NORTH. 


New England - -- 8 Studio Building, Boston - - - - Rev. J. H. Caarm, Secretary. 

New York - . 76 John Street, New York - - - - Rev. W. G. Hawks, Secretary. 
Penneylvania : 424 Walnut Street, Philadelphia - - J. E. Ruoaps, Secretary. 

Maryland - - - 5 and 7 Tyson’s Building, Baltimore Rev. F. Isnakz1, Secretary. 

Ohio- - - - - -- Cleveland - -----+-+--- L. F. MELLEN, Secretary. 

Michigan - - - - - - Detroit ----+--+-*+-*e+e-. Rev. 8. Cuasz, Secretary. 

Indiana - - - - . Indianapolis - - - - - - - . Jacos 8. WILLETTs, Secretary. 
Northwestern States - 25 Lombard Block, Chicago - - Rey. J. M. WaupEN, D.D., Secretary. 


GENERAL AGENTS-—SOUTH. 


[These gentlemen are paid by, and responsible to, the Central Commission ; but are directed to render 
whatever services are desired by any Branch in supervising schools or distributing supplies. They will give 
prompt attention to any correspondence from any Branch Society. 


Virginia - - - - - - Richmond - - C. T. Cuast, Esq. 
North Carolina- - - - Raleigh - - - - Rev. F. P. BREWER. 
South Carolina- - - - - “+ - - 

Georgia - --+-+-=- - Macon - E. B. ADAMS. 
Florida and Alabama - - Tallahassee GrorcE H. ALLAN. 








THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 


Tus journal is published as the central organ of the Freedmen’s and Union Commission, for the benefit 
of the Branches and the information of all who are interested in the work of education in the South. 

Copies-will be furnished without charge to any Branch of the Commission for distribution in connection 
with their organs, or for such other use as may best subserve the interests of their work. Communications 
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The American Freedmen’s and Union Commission. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1.—This organization shall be known as the AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AND UNION 
C@MMISSION. 

ArT, 2.—Its object is to aid and co-operate with the people of the South, without 
distinction of race or color, in the improvement of their condition upon the basis of 
industry, education, freedom, and Christian morality. No schools or supply depots shall 
be maintained from the benefits of which any person shall be excluded because of color. 

Art. 3.—The Commission shall consist of the persons hereinafter named, their 
associates and successors; may elect associates, who shall be nominated by the Branch 
in which a vacancy may occur; shall have power to appoint, and remove at discretion, 
its own officers, and shall audit their accounts. 

Art. 4.—The Commission shall comprise recognized Branches, the Presidents, Corre- 
sponding Secretaries, and Treasurers of which shall be ez-officio members of the Commis- 
sion. Each Branch shall be independent of other Branches in the collection of money, 
goods, and the selection, supervision, and payment of teachers and agents. 

ArT. 5.—The officers of the Commission shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, a 
Treasurer, and one or more Secretaries. 

ArT. 6.—The Executive Committee shall consist of the following named persons: 
Matthew Simpson, Joseph P. Thompson, William Lloyd Garrison, Charles G. Hammond, 
Jacob R. Shipherd, George Cabot Ward, John Parkman, O. B. Frothingham, Francis George 
Shaw, J. Miller McKim, J. M. Walden, James E. Rhoads, Joseph Parrish, George Whip- 
ple, Levi Coffin, Thomas M. Eddy, Archibald Stirling, Jr., Lyman Abbott, George W. 
Lane, H. M. Pierce, Charles Butler, J. T. Duryea, and Nathan Bishop, five of whom 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. It shall decide, subject to 
the revision of the Commission, all questions relating to the general policy and action 
of the Commission. 

Art. 7.—Teachers and agents shall be accredited in the name of the Commission, their 
credentials being attested by the President and one of the Secretaries, and countersigned 
_by the Branch from which they issue. 

Art. 8.—Each Branch shall report quarterly to the General Treasurer all moneys 
received and expended, and all goods received and distributed. 

ArT. 9.—Contributions from Europe, the Pacific Coast, and other common sources, shall 
go into the General Treasury, unless otherwise directed by the contributors. Funds in the 
General Treasury shall be distributed by the Executive Committee to the Branches, or 
otherwise applied for the purposes of the Commission. The General Treasurer shall make 
to the Commission an annual exhibit of all receipts and disbursements. 

ArT. 10.—The Secretaries of the Commission shall make an annual report to the 
Commission, which, with the annual exhibit of the Generali Treasurer, shall be published 
under the direction of the Executive Committee. 





ArT. 11.—The Commission may be called together by the President or the Executive 


Committee. 
ArT. 12.—This Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of the Commie- 
sion, notice of the amendment, in writing, having been given at the previous meeting 


of the Commission, or printed with the notice of the meeting. 
z —— —- + 


BY-LAWS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

I. The regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month. 

II. Special meetings may be called by the General Secretary, or by three members of the 
Executive Committee; the notice for such meetings shall state the objects of the meeting. 

III. All meetings of the Committee shall be notified in writing at least three days previous 
to the time of meeting. 

IV. The Executive Committee shall elect its own Chairman, and the Corresponding 
Seeretary shall be, e2-officio, Clerk of the Committee. 

In the absence of the Clerk, the Chairman shall appoint a substitute pro tem. 
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V. All Special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless on motion to the con- 
trary ; and shall report, in writing, at the next meeting after their appointment, and at every 
sucessive meeting, until the business for which they were appointed is finished. 

VI. The Clerk of the Executive Committee shall send to the Chairman of each special 
committee, within twenty-four hours after its appointment, a copy of the resolution under 
which it is appointed, with the names of the members of the Committee, and a notice of all 
business referred to it. 

VII. The. Treasurer shall pay all regular and stipulated salaries when due, a statement 
of the salary being furnished by the Clerk; (all other bills, before being paid, shall be author 
ized or approved by the Executive Committee, or the Finance Committee); and the Treasurer 
shall present at each regular meeting of the Executive Committee a statement showing the 
gross receipts and expenditures since the last meeting, and the balance on hand. 

VIII. No officer, agent, or member of the Commission shall be authorized to open any 
running account, or involve the Commission in any expense, not previously authorized or 
provided for by the Executive or Finance Committee. All agents and officers must present to 
the Executive Committee a monthly statement of all expenditures and obligations incurred 
by them during the preceding month. The Commission will not hold itself responsible for 
any claim not included in such monthly report. 

IX. Each Secretary shall, on the last of each month, forward to the General Secre- 
tary, for presentation to the Executive Committee, a general statement, in writing, of the 
operations during the month in his field and under his direction, accompanied by a state. 
ment of expenditures and obligations incurred on behalf of the Commission in his department, 

X. Posiications.—All circulars, or other official publications in the name of the Com- 
mission, shall be issued under the direction of the Executive Committee. 

XI. The following shall be the general order of business of the Committee: 

1. Reading the minutes of the last regular meeting of the Committee, and all interven- 
ing meetings. 

2. Statement of the Treasurer, including the action of the Committee on Finance. 

. Reports of Select Committees. 
Reports of the General and other Secretaries. 
. Unfinished business. 

6. New business proposed by any member of the Executive Committee. 

XII. Stanprne CoMMITTEES.—There shall be a Finance Committee, consisting of two 
members, who shall be authorized, when exigencies require, to make expenditures between the 
meetings of the Executive Committee, not to exceed one thousand dollars, to be reported in 
writing at the next meeting of the Committee. 

XIII. An Agency Committee shall be appointed, to consist of three members, one of whom 
shall be a Secretary of the Commission. They shall be authorized to employ agents for the 
collection of funds, and the promotion of the general interests of the Commission, subject to the 
approval of the Executive Committee. 

XIV. All officers and members of the Commission, when present at the meetings of the 
Committee, shall be entitled to share in its deliberations. 

XV. In the event of any vacancy occurring in the list of officers, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall at its next succeeding meeting take measures to fill the vacancy, by the election 
of officers to hold their places until the next meeting of the Commission. The unexplained 
absence of any resident member of the Executive Committee for three successive sessions may be 
regarded as a resignation. 

XVI. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any 
regular meeting of the Committee, notice having been given of the proposed change at the 
previous meeting, and introduced into the convening call. 


rm oo 


DUTIES OF SECRETARIES. 


1. The GENERAL SECRETARY of the Commission shall be its general Executive officer; 
all reports of Branches, Agents, or Agencies shall be presented to the Executive Committee 
through him; he shall prepare for the Executive Committee its Annual Report of its opera- 
tions and condition, and, under its direction, lay before the public such information as may be 
required in the prosecution of the work of the Commission. 
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2. The CorRESPONDING SECRETARY shall have charge of the Central Office, its records 
and correspondence ; and applications made to that office for employment as teachers, or agents, 
shall be made through him, and commissions issued from it shall be attested by him. 

8. The WASHINGTON SECRETARY shall act as the representative of the Commission at 
the Capital, and have charge of the correspondence of the Commission and its Branches 
with the Government and the Bureau; and acquaint himself with the wants and openings in 
the South, and report to the Executive Committee. 

4. The WESTERN SECRETARY shall have general charge of the work in the West; shall 
countersign all commissions of teachers and agents appointed in his field, and co-operate with 
the General Secretary in extending and strengthening the organization in the Western 
States. 


sti 
> 


CALL FOR A MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 


AT a regular meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Freedmen’s and 
Union Commission held on the 28th day of March, 1866, the following resolutions, introduced by 
the General Secretary, were unanimously passed : 


Resolved, That the General Secretary be directed to call a meeting of the Commission in the 
city of Cleveland at such time 1s may be agreed upon by correspondence with the Branch at 
that place; that he incorporate in the call a notice that a President will be elected in the place 
of Bishop Simpson, resigned, and that such amendments to the Constitution may be submitted 
as are necessary for the more perfect and satisfactory organization and adjustment of the work 
in the Western States; and that he invite all the Societies hitherto acting as auxiliary to either 
Commission to send delegates to confer with the Commission upon the general interests of the 
work and the best methods of its prosecution. 

This action having been duly communicated to the Cleveland Branch, was cordially Te 
sponded to by them in the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in response to the suggestion of the General Secretary of the American 
Freedmen’s and Union Commission, contained in a letter to our President, we invite said Com- 
mission to hold a meeting in this city for the election of a President, alteration of its Constitution 
if need be, and to harmonize, consolidate, and simplify the work of the Commission ; said meet- 
ing to be held at such time as may be fixed upon by the National Executive officers. 

It was also voted to extend the hospitalities of the friends of the cause in this city to the 
proposed Convention. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ACTION A MEETING OF THE AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S AND 
Union COMMISSION WILL BE HELD IN THE CITY OF CLEVELAND ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
May, 1866, FoR THE ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT, THE CONSIDERATION OF SUCH CONSTITU- 
TIONAL AMENDMENTS AS, WITHOUT MODIFYING THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 
CoMMISSION, MAY BE NEEDED FOR THE MORE THOROUGH AND SATISFACTORY ORGANIZATION 
AND PROSECUTION OF THE WORK IN THE WEST AND SOUTHWEST, AND FOR THE TRANSAC- 
TION OF OTHER IMPORTANT BUSINESS. The following amendments to the Constitution, or 
their substance, will also be proposed : 

Art. 5. Add—*“ The Corresponding Secretary or other chief executive officer of each Branch 
Society shall be ex-officio a District Secretary of the Commission.” 

Art. 6. Substitute for the present article the following : “The Executive Committee shall 
consist of representatives, elected annually by each Branch, together with the 
President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer of the Commission, with not less than five 
persons elected by the Commission and residing in the vicinity of the central office. Five shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. In the absence of the regular member any 
duly authorized representative of the Branch may act in his stead. The Executive Committee 
shall decide, subject to the revision of the Commission, all questions relating to the general 
policy and action of the Commission, and shall have power to fill vacancies in its own body, 


provided that a vacancy occasioned by the death or resignation of the representative of any 
Branch Society shall be filled by such Branch, [or, on the nomination of such Branch.]” 





Attention is especially called to the terms of the first of the above resolutions. It is 
the desire of the Executive Committee to secure not only a full attendance of the members of 
the Commission, but also of representatives from all co-operative undenominational societies, 
in order to secure the more perfect harmony and co-operation in the work of popular education 
in the Southern States. 
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A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW. 

Our readers willfind in this number of THE 
AMERICAN FREEDMAN reports from most of 
the different co-operative societies connected 
with this Commission. These reports, coupled 
with the tables given in this and our last num- 
ber, afford a somewhat comprehensive survey 


' of the whole field both North and South, so far 


as it is occupied by societies co-operating with 
this Commission. In calling attention to these 
reports, to which we surrender a large part of 
our space, some general observations as to their 
character and the deductions to be drawn from 
them may not be inappropriate. 

I. These tables do not assume to give a full 
account of all that is being done by Northern 
patriotism in the Southern States. Neither are 
they confined to showing what this Commission 
and its recognized branches are doing. It isa 
summary of the work carried on by the unde- 
nominational organizations. On the one hand, 
we have not inserted reports from the various 
missionary societies laboring in the South, 
though we are endeavoring to gather the statis- 
tics of this religious work, and hope to give them 
in a succeeding number. On the other hand, 
we have inserted full reports of the operations 
of several societies not now acting as Branches 
of this organization, but nof denominational in 
their character. 


II. Table No. 2 (see April No.) shows that 
during the last year 307 schools and 773 teach- 
ers have been sustained and over 40,000 pupils 
educated by these undenominational and volun- 
tary organizations. The country has contrib- 
uted, in money and supplies, through these 
channels over $700,000, and received from abroad 
between $80,000 and $90,000 more. While 
these figures give a proximate conception of the 
work accomplished, it is far from complete. And 
if to these figures all that has been done by in- 
dividuals, by purely local societies, and by de- 
nominational organizations, could be added, it 
is safe to estimate that at least two millions of 
dollars have been spent during the twelve 
months ending January 1, 1866, in the relief 
and education of the masses at the South, prin- 
cipally the Freedmen. 

III. On the whole the work is increasing, and 
the supply, though it does not fully keep pace 
with the demand, increases also. The people are 
more alive to its importance than ever before. 
In New England in six months the number of 
teachers and superintendents under commission 
has increased from 100 to 182, exclusive of The 
Friends’ Associations ; in New York, from 140 
to 240; in Philadelphia, from 34 to 62. The very 


efficient organization in Cleveland has been form- 
ed during the year and is rapidly increasing both 
its means and work, and private advices from 
Pittsburgh assure us that the society there was 
never in a more prosperous condition, and antici- 
pates a largely increased work in the enszing 
season. The same may be said of the Balti- 
more Freedmen’s Association. It is true that 
a similar increase is not seen in the case of the 
Western and Northwestern Commissions—in- 
deed, the reverse is the case—the number of 
their schools and teachers having considerably 
diminished. But we trust yet to see these soci- 
eties entering heartily into the brotherhood 
which has been so happily formed, and sharing 
with their coadjutors the impetus which they 
have received from the influence of a united and 
national organization. 

IV. It is not, perhaps, of very great public 
importance by whom this work is done. Still 
it will interest those who have desired to see 
greater unity of design and action to know that, 
of the 613 teachers now in the field under com- 
mission from the various undenominational so- 
cieties, 491, or nearly five-sixths of the whole 
number, are sustained by this Commission and 
its branches. If superintendents were added 
the proportion would be fully five-sixths. 


V. Tables Nos. 3 and 4, given in this number, 
show the location of schools in the South and 
the societies by whom they are sustained. We 
believe this is the first attempt to give a com- 
prehensive survey of this work, and, though no 
pains have been spared to make it as accurate 
as possible, doubtless errors will be discovered. 
Its careful study, however, will prove service- 
able in the organization of the work for another 
year. While it is impossible, and not, indeed, 
desirable, to assign different States to different 
societies, the policy of concentration recom- 
mended in Mr. Frothingham’s able report (page 
81) will greatly increase our efficiency, and a 
careful consideration of these tables will show 
ample opportunities for its application. They 
indicate, too, the importance of having one cen- 
tral commission which, without interfering with 
the special work of local societies, can survey 
the whole field and secure an equable distribu- 
tion of teachers and supplies. 


> 
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MONTHLY RECORD OF EXECUTIVE 
ACTION. 


Jom object in this article is to afford for the information 
of the branches a condensed statement of the most import- 





ant action of the executive officers during the preceding 
month.] 


Our last number brought this record up to 
the 11th of April, and our present writing is 





before the 23d, so that in reality this article 
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really affords only the record of executive ac- 
tion for a little less than a fortnight. This ex- 
plains the fact that it is briefer than our record 
of last month. 


WASHINGTON SECRETARYSHIP. 


By vote of the Commission, on the 31st day 
of January, a motion was adopted contemplating 
the discontinuance of the Washington office. 
The Washington secretary, complying with the 
spirit of that resolution, has completed his ar- | 
rangements for the discontinuance of the office | 
after the 1st of May, and has resigned his secre- 
taryship, to take effect on the 31st of that month, 
and his resignation has been accepted. Branch 
societies will, therefore, hereafter correspond 
directly with the Bureau, or through this office 
whenever they desire to do so. 


EUROPE. 

Rev. Robert J. Parvin sailed for Europe on 
the 18th inst.,as the accredited delegate of this 
society abroad. He has since been followed by 
our Treasurer, Mr. George C. Ward, whose visit 
abroad is induced purely by personal and pri- | 
vate considerations, but who is authorized and | 
invited to act as a representative of this society 
during his stay in Europe. 





EMPLOYMENT BUREAU. 

All transportation for able-bodied men and | 

women under the Bureau having been discon- | 

tinued, the arrangements for opening and main- 

taining an Employment Bureau in this city, 

announced in our last number, have been neces- 
sarily abandoned. 





SOUTHERN REPORTS. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
the General Secretary was directed to forward a | 
series of interrogatories to different agents and 
officers in the South, asking information con- | 
cerning the best methods for the prosecution of 
the work during the ensuing season. These 
interrogatories have been sent to—the Assist- 
ant Commissioners of the Bureau; the School | 
Superintendents of the Bureau; the General | 
Agents of the Commission ; the Superintendents 
and Agents of the different branches. Answers 
to these interrogatories are now being daily | 
received, and the results of this enquiry, which | 
includes information from all quarters in the | 
South, will be laid before our readers in our | 
next number. 


COMMISSION MEETING. 
As will be seen, by reference to a call pub-| 

' 

lished in another column, arrangements have | 


been consummated for holding a meeting of | 
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the Commission in Cleveland on the 16th of 
May. A full attendance is earnestly desired. 
This notice has been sent to all members of the 
Commission and to all the branch societies. 


SPECIAL REPORT. 

A special report on organization, prepared by 
the General Secretary, and embodying a plan of 
operations for the ensuing year, was laid before 
the Executive Committee at its meeting on the 
11th of April. It is the object of this report to 
define with accuracy the respective functions 
of the Central and the Branch Societies, and to 
simplify the machinery and reduce the expen- 
diture of the Central Commission. This report 
has been printed and sent to the various Branch 
Societies for their consideration. They are 
earnestly requested to give it their attention at 
the earliest practicable day, and to advise the 
General Secretary of their approval or disappro- 
val, and of any alterations which they may 
deem it desirable to make. It is hoped to take 
final action on this report, perhaps, at the Com- 
mission meeting in Cleveland, and for this pur- 
pose their precedent action will be necessary, or 
at least very desirable. 

o> 


AT HOME AND ABROAD. 


Tue Corresponding Secretary, who is in com- 
munication with leading friends of the cause at 





| home and abroad, says: 


“Our movement begins to assume an inter. 
national as well as a national importance. Re- 
cent letters from different parts of England, 
from France, and from Ziirich, in Switzerland, 
show that its ‘real significance begins to be 


| understood by friends on the other side of the 


water. At first the impression prevailed there, 
as it did here to some extent, that the Freed- 
men’s Aid Associations were mere benevolent 
societies, appealing chiefly to charity for the re- 
lief of physical suffering. Thisimpression was 
in some measure confirmed by agents who were 
sent out from this country by certain associa- 
tions to raise funds. The extreme destitution 
that prevailed in the early stages of the move- 
ment, among the newly liberated blacks, war- 
ranted stirring statements and vivid pictures ; 
and these were not wanting in the efforts that 
were made to secure sympathy and material 
aid. 

“ But it now begins to be understood abroad, as 
it is well understood at home, that physical relief 
is but an incidental feature in the great work 
of aiding and providing for the Freedmen. 
The chief object and ultimate aim of the 
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movement are seen to be the education and ele- 
vation of the black man, and his investment 
with all the rights that properly belong to the 
condition of freedom; the reorganization of 
Southern society—civil, social, and industrial 
—on a just and enduring basis, and the assur- 
ance to the people of this and other countries 
of all the advantages certain to accrue from the 
accomplishment of these ends. 

“ This Commission has been opposed from the 
beginning to sending out agents to England or 
other foreign countries with a view, directly 
or indirectly, to raising funds. When it was 
proposed, six months ago, to send out William 
Lloyd Garrison—as it was by Bishop Simpson, 
and by the Commission unanimously agreed to— 
it was with the distinct understanding that Mr. 
Garrison should go not as an agent, but as a 
representative ; and that his business should 
be not to raise funds, but to give our English 
friends correct views of the whole subject. 
Mr. Garrison was unable to accept the appoint- 
ment and the matter was dropped. But since 
then our English coadjutors have sent us such 
earnest and repeated requests for a deputation 
from this country, that the Commission have 
appointed the Rev. Robert J. Parvin to repre- 
sent our movement abroad, and that gentleman 
The nature of 


} his errand and the position which he and we 
j P 





and the country occupy in regard to it may be 
learned from his letter of instructions, a portion 
of which reads as follows: 


““In compliance with earnest requests for a 
deputation from this country to England, re- 
ceived from Mr. Arthur Albright and Joseph 
Simpson, Esq., honorary secretaries of the 
National Freedmen’s Aid Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, the Executive Committee 
of the American Freedmen’s and Union Com- 
mission have by unanimous agreement appoint- 
ed as one of such deputation the Rev. Robert 
J, Parvin, of Chelten Hills, Pennsylvania, and 
this is to certify that the said Robert J. Parvin 
is duly authorized and instructed to represent 
this Commission in England and elsewhere, and 
to do whatever in his judgment may seem to 
be required of him for the promotion of the 
cause of the Freedmen ; it being distinctly un- 
derstood, both by Mr. Parvin and the Executive 
Committee, that he will not be asked or expect- 
ed, while abroad, to solicit funds or other 
material aid for disbursement in this country ; 
and also that his position as representative of 
this Commission forbids that he should favor 
any partial, sectarian, or sectional interest con- 
nected with this movement either at home or 
abroad; his sole business being to aid our 
coadjutors in England, without respect of per- 
son or party, in the great and common work of 
promoting the welfare of the Freedmen.”’ 


In connection with this subject the Corre- 
sponding Secretary has put into our hands a 





number of letters, foreign and domestic, but 
chiefly domestic, a portion of which seem to call 
for publication. The following being from well- 
known and highly authoritative sources, will be 
read with interest, We must frankly own, 
however, that our chief reason for making room 
for them is to be found in the hearty approval 
they give to this journal, and to the principles 
and methods of our national organization. 


LETTER FROM JOHN G. WHITTIER. 


AMESBURY, 23d 4 Mo., 1866. 
My DEAR FRIEND: 

I have reeeived the first numberof THE AMER- 
ICAN FREEDMAN, and have read with entire ap- 
proval the leading editorial, “Equal Rights,” and 
the reply of the General Secretary to the sugges- 
tion of F. P. Brewer, of North Carolina. Iseeno 
other safe ground for our Commission. Ifa white 
child presents himself at our schools we should, 
in refusing him, undo with one hand what we 
have been doing with the other. As a matter 
of fact, I presume that no very large number 
of the ignorant and destitute white population 
of the South will immediately avail themselves 
of the privilege. But let us hold open the door 
to them notwithstanding “the dark places of 
the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty,” 
and every ray of light which we can direct into 
the unsounded depths of white ignorance 
end barbarism will indirectly tend to the safe- 
ty and well-being of the Freedmen. 

I am, very truly, thy friend, 
JoHN G, WHITTIER. 


LETTER FROM MARIA WESTON CHAPMAN, 


Dear Mr. McKim : 

I thank you heartily for your kindness in 
sending me the organ of the Freedmen’s and 
Union Commission. Laboring slowly up-hill for 
a lifetime to reach this vantage-ground of liber- 
ty, we are surprised at the rapid movement of 
affairs from the time it was won. I little thought, 
when assisting at the formation of the earliest 
society in aid of Freedmen, that the whole feel- 
ing of the land would so soon unite in the same 
direction. 

I am profoundly impressed by the clear 
thought and sound judgment shown in the 
choice of its methods by this leading and — 
resentative association. They are methods 
which, by getting rid of prejudice, provincialism, 
pauperism, and ignorance, will save the future 
from caste, class, and disunion—that is to say, 
from civil and servile war ; while a mere negro’s 
friend society, insufficient even at first, would, 
by fostering them all, become harmful at last. 
We have seen such well-meant charities, set in 
motion in the last century, become more and 
more obstructive in our own time, till what 
began as a need ended as a nuisance—and 
thus we have the teachings of experience. 

Our nation requires what this association 
offers, impartial sympathy and co-operation with 
the South herself for the reorganization of her 
society by industry and education, and the re- 
construction of her States on the new founda- 
tion of freedom. 

I rejoice at every improvement in statute- 
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books, but there is such a thing as barren legis- 
lation, and many a good bill must fail to become 
law, and many a good law must remain a dead 
letter, without the living spirit constantly 
breathing from just such an association as this. 
I look to emigration societies and the Freed- 
men’s and Union Commission to take up the 
work where the war opened the way and to 
carry it forward where our anti-slavery societies, 
not being. constituted to follow it further, are 
obliged of necessity to leave it. Practical labor 
is now the great want. Partisanship and 
preaching are sure, under present circumstances, 
to be abandoned. 

One will have overlooked a great feature in 
this Commission who has not felt its latent in- 
ternational power. All liberties are one—so are 
all interests ; and the Englishman, the French- 
man, the Swiss, who co-operates with the Ameri- 
can for the improvement of this people’s condi- 
tion does, therefore, through industrial and 
commercial as well as moral effects, as much 
= at home as abroad. The good and ill 

one by each is done to all, and thus Jamaica 
becomes a warning to America, and America, 
by help of Europeans, an advantage to Europe. 

Iam, dear Mr. McKim, your obliged friend, 

MARIA WESTON CHAPMAN, 


April 22, 1866. 119 Madison Avenue. 
LETTER FROM EDMUND QUINCY. 


DEDHAM, April 23, 1866. 
My Dear McKiu: 

THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN takes the true 
ground, and the only true ground, of the abroga- 
tion of all class distinctions and privileges or 
exclusions resting on race or complexion. I 
imagine it will be quite as likely to be accept- 
able by this thorough policy as by a more time- 
serving one. The Freedmen’s movement is the 
necessary complement of the Emancipation 
Amendment. The one can exert all its blessed 
influences on whites and blacks at the South, 
and on the whole country, only through some 
such agency as the other. And your Commis- 
sion has naturally and necessarily grown up or 
been raised up to do this essential work. As 
far as I have been able to watch your doings, 
and I have not been inattentive to them, it 
seems to me that they have been marked by 
singular wisdom and good judgment. The 
good the Freedmen’s aid movement in its differ- 
ent forms has already done is incalculable. 
“The past at least is secure,” and I have faith 
to believe that the future is certain, as well. 


I am, ever most faithfully yours, 


EDMUND QUINCY. 
J. M. McKim, Esq. 


LETTER FROM OLIVER JOHNSON. 
APRIL 26, 1866. 
My Dear FRIEND, J. M. McKim: 

Having just read the first number of THE 
AMERICAN FREEDMAN, I cannot help telling 
you how much satisfaction it has afforded me. 
The accounts which I have found in its pages of 
the operations of the American Freedmen’s and 
Union Commission—a society now thoroughly 
organized, and under the direction of men fit to 
lead in such a movement—are very encouraging. 


But what cheers and gratifies me more than 
anything else, is to find that the Commission is 
pledged to the maintenance of the doctrine of 
equal rights, and that the pages of its central 
organ are “consecrated to agitation for the 
abolition of all caste distinctions from our land.” 
Your motto, “ No distinction of race, caste, or 
color in the Republic,” will win for the society 
the sympathy and hearty co-operation of the 
men and women so long identified with the 
antislavery movement, who, taught by long 
experience, understand how important it is, in 
dealing with moral evils, to lay the axe at the 
root of the tree, and to repudiate all compro- 
mises and half-way measures. Your example, 
I see, squares with your precepts, for the 
schools you have established at the South are 
open on equal terms to white and black chil- 
dren. 
Yours, faithfully, 


OLIVER JOHNSON. 


LETTER FROM THEODORE TILTON. 


THE INDEPENDENT, April 30, 1866. 
My Dear Mr. McKim: 

I have just fallen on a golden sentence in THE 
AMERICAN FREEDMAN. “Our Commission,” 
says its official organ, “is pledged to the main- 
tenance of the doctrine of Equal Rights.” 
That sentence is worth volumes of idler ap- 
peals for a less comprehensive erry en 
I give you my heart and hand, and if I had a 
purse I would give this too! 


Ever yours, 
THEODORE TILTON. 


LETTER FROM SAMUEL MAY, JR. 
LEICESTER, Mass., April 21, 1866. 
DEAR Mr. McKim: 


THE AMERICAN FREEDMAN for April has 
come to me, and I see it is to be published 
monthly as the organ of the Freedmen’s and 
Union Commission. I have read it with care 
and deep interest. Its articles seem to me clear 
and strong in principle and able in statement, and 
I trust it is destined to a very wide circulation as 
the leading representative of the cause of the 
American fr people. I had, as you know, 
my misgivings at first in regard to the union of 
the Freedmen’s Aid Societies with those formed 
to aid and educate the poor whites. But all 
these have been forced to yield before the one 
consideration that the great cause of our coun- 
try’s future, identified as it is with absolute 
justice to all in it, demands that the old and 
abominable distinctions on account of color 
should be disowned and discarded everywhere. 
Least of all should any countenance be given 
to those distinctions by the enemies of slavery, 
the friends of the Freedman. I believe that to 
insist on separate schools for the freed people 
would be a disservice to them in the long run, 
and that we can confer no truer benefit on our 
countrymen of the South, of all complexions, 
than to carry on the great work of education 
there in absclute disregard of all such consider- 
ations as color of the skin. 


With very sincere regard, yours, 





SAMUEL May, Jr. 


——- 
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REPQRTS AND OORRESPONDENOE, 


SHOWING LOCATION OF SCHOOLS BY STATES, AND BY WHAT 


Table No. 








N. E. Branch 

N. Y. Branch . 

Penn. Branch . 
Baltimore Branch 
Cleveland Branch . , 
Michigan Branch . 


N. W. Fr. Aid Commission 


Indiana Fr. Aid Com. . 
Western Fr. Aid Com. . 


W. Pa. Fr. A. C., Pittsburgh 
Portland Fr. A. Association 


Total in each State . 
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Table No. 4. 


* See Tables Nos. 1 and 2in April number of AMERICAN FREEDMAN. 


SOCIETIES SUSTAINED 


| 
} 


SHOWING LOCATION OF SCHOOLS BY TOWNS, AND BY WHAT SOCIETIES SUSTAINED. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—41. 


No. of 
Town. Teachers. 
Good Hope, . . « 2 | New York Branch, 
Washington, . 388: | New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
| Pennsylvania Branch, 
Georgetown,. . 3 | Pennsylvania Branch, 
Other places, , .. 3 | New York Branch, 
MARYLAND.—41. 
Baltimore, - & | New England Branch, 
| Baltimore Branch,. . 
Gemietdoe, 2| New England Branch, 
Centreville, A 1 | Baltimore Branch, 
Chesapeake City, 1 | Baltimore Branch 
Chestertown, . 3 | New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
Church Creek, 1 | New England Branch, 
Cumberland, 1 | New England Branch, 
Caroline Counry, 1 | New York Branch, 
Denton, .. . 1 | New York Branch, 
DO. 5 ns 2 | Baltimore Branch, 
Ellicott’s Mills, 1 | New England Branch, 
Hagerstown, . 1 | New England Branch, 
Hopewell Roads, 1 | Baltimore Branch, 
uaker Neck, . 1 | New York Branch, 
wiandsville, . 1 | Baltimore Branch, 
Royal Oak, 1 | New England Branch, 
Sandy Spring, 1 | New England Branch, 
St. Michaels, 1 Baltimore Branch, . 
Trappe, 2) New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
Uniontown, . . 1 | New England Branch, 
Havre de Grace, 1! Baltimore Branch, . 
Westminster, 1 | New Engia:d Branch, 
Wilmington, . 1: Baltimore Braz ch, 
Other points, 8 : Baltimore Branch, 


| Alexandria, 


. 13 
Appomattox C. H., 1 
| Bermuda Hundred, 1 
| Charlottesville, . 5 
City Point, P 3 

oe C. H., 2 
| Eastville, oe 1 
| Fairfax County, 1 
| Fincastle, . . . 2 
| Fredericksburg, 1 

Farmville, ~- . 3 
| Gordonsville, 4 
| Lawrenceville, . - 3 
| . he ch =e 

Lynchburg, . o a 
| New London, all 
| Norfolk, . 18 
| Louisa C. H., cle 
| Richmond, - & 
| Petersburg, . 15 
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VIRGINIA.—104, 
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New England Branch, 3 

Portland F. A.Com.,. 8 

New York Branch, 10 


Pennsylvania Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New England Branch, 
heey ape meee Branch, 
New England Branch, 
——— Branch, 
ngland Branch, 


| New York Branch, 


Pennsylvania Branch, 
Pennsylvania Branch, 
Pennsylvania Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 


| Pennsylvania Branch, 


| 


' 


New England Branch, 


NORTH CAROLINA.—80. 


| Beaufort, . . . 

| Clubfoot Creek, . 

| Edenton, .. . 

| Elizabeth City, . . 
Pasar 

| Hull’s Landing,. . 

| James City, . .. 


wt 8D OO a ht 


3 | New York Branch, 


New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 


6 | NewYork Branch, . 
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Kinston, 


Morehead City, 
New Berne, 


Oxford, . 
Plymouth, . 
Pitt County, 
Raleigh, 


Roanoke Island, 


Smithfield, 
Wilmingtor, 
Not yet ‘located, 


SOUTH 
Ashdale, 
Beaufort, 


Camden, 
Combahee, 
Charleston, 


Columbia, 
Darlington, 
Edgerly, ; 
Edisto Is): and, 
Greeneville, . 
Georgetown, . 


Gadsden, . 
Hilton Head, 
Hopkins, . 
James Island, 
Jehosse’s Island, 
John’s Island, 
Mitchellville, 
Marion, 
Lexington, 
Orangeburg, 
Pineville, 
Perryclear, . . 
Pleasant Retreat, 
Port Royal Island, 


Rockville (Wadnelaw), 


Red House, 

Rhett Place, 
River View, 

St. Helena Islan d, 
Summerville, 
Woodlawn, 


“ 
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5., New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch. 
| New England Branch, 
| New York Branch, 
| New England Branch, 
| New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
3 | New Engiand Branch, 
2 | New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 


CAROLINA.—129. 

| New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New Engiand Branch, 
New York Branch, . 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 


York Branch, 


New York Branch, 


New England Brunch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New England Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
Penney!vania Branch, 


Pennsylvania Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
New York Branch, 
Pennsylvania Branch, 


New England Branch, 


New York Branch, 
Michigan Branch, . 
Portland F. 






A. Com.,. 
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GEC RAI A.—H. 
Atlanta, Penn. Union Com., 2 
| Cleveland Branch, 1 
Athens, . 3 | New England Branch, 2 
| Penn. Union Com., . 1 
Americus, . 1| New England Branch, 1 
Columbus, . 8| New England Branch, 8 
Macon, F : 1| Western F. A. Com., 1 
Ogeechee, . . 1| New England Branch, 1 
Savannah, . 13 | New England Branch, 9% 
New York Branch, 4 
Sapelo Island, . . New England Branch, 1 
St. Catherine’s Is sland, New England Branch. 2 
Washington, New England Branch, 1 
FLORIDA.—29. 
Fernandina, 7 | New York Branch, 6 
Gainesville, 2 New York Branch, 2 
Jacksonville, 7 | New York Branch, 7 
Lake City, . . 2) New York Branch, 2 
St. Augustine, 4 New York Branch, 4 
Tallahasse, 5 | New York Branch, 5 
Palatha, 1 New York Branch, 1 
” 1 | Portland F. A.Com.,. 2 
ALABAMA.—2%8. 
Athens,. .... . 3| Western F. A. Com., 3 
Huntsville, . . . . 8 | Pennsylvania Branch, 3 
Western F. A.Com., 1 
Pittsburgh F. A. Com., 4 
Montgomery. 4  NorthwestF.A.Com., 3 
Cleveland Branch, . 1 
Mobile, 8 | Northwést F.A.Com., 8 
Selma, 1 | Cleveland Branch, 1 
Stevenson, 3 | Pittsburgh F. A. Com. ~ 
Talladega, . 1 | Cleveland Branch, 1 


MIS 


Aberdeen, 
Natchez, 


Port Gibson, . 
Vicksbarg. 
Washington, 


New Orleans, 
De Soto, 


Columbus, 
Paducah, 
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aw 


wt 


SISSIPPI.—20. 


Northwest F. A. Com. 
Western F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. 
Northwest F. 





A. Com. 
A. Com. 
Northwest F. 
Western F. A. Com., 


LOUISIANA,.—6. 


’ 


A.Com., 


2 | New York Branch, 

4 | Northwest F. A. Com., 
KENTUCKY.—5. 

3 | Western F. A.Com., . 

2 | Northwest F. A. Com., 


TENNESSEE.—65. 


Athens, . 
Chattanooga, . 
Clarkesville, . 


Gallatin, 
Knoxville, 
Memphis, . 
Marfreesboro, 


Nashville, . 


Pulaski. 

Spring Hill, 
Shelbyville, ° 
Fort Donelson, . 


Rolla, 
Sedslia, . 
Springfie ld, 
St. Joseph, 
Warrensburg, 
Weston, 


Helena, 


| Little Rock 


Monticello. 
Pine Bluff, . 


1 
6 


o 


3 
4 
. 10 
«i 
- 


2 
2 
3 
3 


| 
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| Indiana F. 


Western F. 
Western F. 
Western F. A. Com., 
Indiana F. A. Com., 
Western F. A. Com., 


A. Com., . 
A, Com., . 


Western F. A. Com., . 


Western F. A. Com., 
Indiana F. A, Com., 


es 


Pennsylvania Branch, 
Western F. A. Con.,. 
Pennsylvania Branch, 


Pittsburgh F. 


A. Com., 


Western F. A. Com., . 
Northwest F. A. Com., 
| Western F. A. Com., . 


A. Com., 


MISSOURI.—8. 


MR wm 


Northwest F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. A. Com., 
Northwest F. A. Com., 


ARKANSAS.—10. 


3 


3 
1 
3 
3 


Northwest F. A. Com., 


Western F. A. Com., 


Northwest F. A. Com. 
Western F. A. Com.,. 
Northwest F. A. Com., 


Michigan Branch, 


KANSAS. —4. 


Delaware Mission . 


Fort Scott, 
Oscaloosa, 


Chicago, 
Quincy, 


| Walnut Hille, 


2 
1 





Michigan Branch, . 


Northwest F. A. Com. 


Michigan Branch, 


ILLINOIS.—3. 
Northwest F. A. Com., 








OHIO.—1. 
1 | Western F. A. Com.,. 
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REPORT OF THE WESTERN SECRETARY. 


AMERICAN FREEDMEN’S 


Western De partment, 


Curcaao, Il, 


76 John Street, New York: 
I herewith send you reports of 


DEAR Sim: 


st F. A. Com., 


WESTERN AND NORTH-WESTERN F. 
COMMISSIONS. 
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Cor. Secretary's Office, No. 25 Lombard Block, 
March 29, 1866. 


Rev. Lyman Apsort, General Secretary, etc., 


| the schools of the Western and Northwestern 
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Freedmen’s Aid Commissions for January, 1866, 
compiled from data in this office. These furnish 
you with many statistics upon many points not 
covered by your blank filled out and forwarded 
some days since, and which may be of interest 
and service to you. Before making some ex- 
planations in regard to these reports, permit me 
to say that from statistics at hand and being 
received I shall be able to furnish you witha 
report of what the West has done for the freed- 
men since the work opened in their behalf. 

I forward you three reports—Nos. 1 and 2 
giving the statistics of the Western and North- 
western Commissions respectively, at each of 
the points where they had schools in January, 
and No. 3 giving a summary of Nos. 1 and 2. 

THE WEsTERN FREEDMEN’S AID COMMIS- 
ston had forty-seven teachers in the field, of 
whom thirty-seven furnished regular reports. 
Part of the remaining ten were in school only a 
portion of the month, as at Nashville, where the 
work was being organized, and at Clarksville, 
where it was being re-organized. The-schools 
at Pulaski and Athens, Tenn., not reported, 
were in progress during the month. Another 
at Huntsville, not reported, is in the 44th Regt. 
U.8.C.I. The very meager report from Chat- 
tanooga, a most important point, where about 
four hundred scholars have been in school at a 
time, resulted from the interruption of the 
work for want of buildings for school purposes. 
The deficiency here materially affects the ag- 
gregate for the month; as, for instance, but for 
it the enrollment would have been not less 
than 3,200. 

THE NORTHWESTERN FREEDMEN’S AID Com- 
MISSION had fifty-four teachers in the field, of 
whom fifty-one have furnished regular reports. 
As in the case above stated, part of the others 
were in school only a portion of the month. 
The schools at Aberdeen and Port Gibson, Miss., 
were organized during the month; those at 
Fort Scott, Kansas, and Mobile, Ala., were in 
progress and reports should have been received. 
It is to be regretted that the Mobile school was 
not regularly reported, as it is one of the most 
successful under this Commission. The esti- 
mates in this case are based upon some facts at 
hand. A letterin the March Bulletin from the 
field agent for the Mississippi Valley warrants 
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the remark in regard to the relative importance 
of this school. 

I have entered in the reports estimates for | 
those schools from which regular reports have | 
not been received. The basis of these estimates | 
is the average of the statistics from those schools | 
reported belonging to the Commissions respec- 
tively, except where I had other data at hand. 
By a partial examination of the February re- 
ports I think the estimate a fair approximation, 
though below rather than above the actual 
It is probably sufficiently exact for all 


Yours truly, 
J. M. WALDEN, 
Western Secretary. 


A later report gives the statistics of the 
schools of the Western (Cincinnati) and North- 
western (Chicago) Commissions for February. 
This report shows the following summary: 








No.of Teach- Scholars Average Under 
schools. ers. enrolled, att'ance. 6 years 
Western Freed-) 


men’s Aid Com. 5 7 50 3082 1686 2177 
N. reed- A ae 
men’s Aid Com. ; 35 60 4381 2365 2612 


The location of these schools is included in 


the tables given on pages 25 and 26. 
——-_ op-o -—__—_ 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
REPORT OF PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH. 
PENN’A FREEDMEN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION, ) 
424 Walnut Street, Philad’a, 
8d Mo. 31, 1866.) 
To LyMan ABBoTT, General Secretary Am, 
Freedmen’s and Union Commission : 

DEAR FRIEND: Herewith I submit a re- 
port of the work of the Pennsylvania Freed- 
men’s Relief Association for the month ending 
to-day. 

At the beginning of the month the Pennsyl- 
vania Freedmen’s Relief Association had sixty- 
one superintendents and teachers in the field. 
During the month one teacher has been com- 
missioned and sent to fill a vacancy in one of 
our schools in Washington. This makes sixty- 
two teachers now in the employ of this associ- 
ation. 

One new school has been opened, viz., at 
Fincastle, Botetourt County, Va. A newschool- 
house has been finished at Liberty, Bedford 
County, Va., having cost with the lot about 
$600 to the association, the colored people hav- 
ing contributed in labor. 

Arrangements are in progress to open & 
school near Okolona, Miss., upon the plantation 
of I. Eppesnecker, at his request. Failing to 
receive reports from Tennessee, the consolidated 
report accompanying is not later than for Jan- 
uary. 

Our receipts in money have been, from regu- 
lar subscriptions, $1,568 14; through the aux- 
iliaries, $514 14; from other sources, 
Total, $2,082 28. 

By request of Gen. C. H. Howard, we receive 
twelve to twenty freed people per week from 
Washington and procure employment fur them. 
This arrangement having been but recently 
made, we have only yet made two requisitions, 
one of twelve, the other for twenty persons, 

All our schools and operations in the field 
are in a prosperous condition, with the excep- 
tion of the temporary close of our school in 
Petersburg, from small-pox being prevalent in 
the city. 

The demand for clothing having nearly 
ceased, we have shipped but thirty boxes, val. 
ued at $4,512 62. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES E. RHOADs, 
Cor. Sec’y P. F. R. A. 


The tabular report forwarded with this let- 
ter shows that the association are maintaining 
or assisting to maintain 25 schools ; have enroll- 
ed 3,349 pupils, with an average attendance of 
2,279. Of these not quite one-half are in the 
alphabet and primers. Four-fifths are between 
the ages of six and sixteen. The location of 
the schools is not given here, as it is included in 
the general report given on pages 25 and 26 of 
this journal. 
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PITTSBURGH ASSOCIATION.—REPORT OF SUPERINTEND- 


ENT. 

Jos. 8. TRAVELLI, General Agent F. A. Com. 
Western Pa.: 

Dear Sir: 


Your work consists, first, of six regularly or- 
ganized schools—viz. : at Nashville, three ; at 
Stevenson, Ala., two; at Huntsville, Ala., one. 
You have a Superintendent and twelve teach- 
ers, three of the latter being colored, from the 
normal classes of the Pennsylvania Freedmen’s 
Relief Association. These six schools number 
about eight hundred and fifty on the rolls, but 
have an average regular attendance of about 
seven hundred pupils. The Cumberland school 
in Nashville was commenced some two months 
ago, and has increased from twenty-three to 
about one hundred. At the New Bethany colo- 
ny there is an industrial school held twice a 
week. At Stevenson, Ala.,a building was pur- 
chased by your association for school purposes. 
An attempt to grade the pupils has here been 
made, and many of them are progressing finely. 
At Huntsville you have the Primary, number- 
ing about 275, well disciplined, and conducted 
with spirit and energy. 

At all of these stations a large amount of 
clothing has been distributed to the destitute 
and suffering, sent by your association and con- 
tributed by the Pittsburgh Ladies’ Association 
and other associations connected with yours. 
Some of this came just at the right time— 
particularly the clothing sent for the hospital 
patients. 

At the New Bethany station, near Nashville, 
there is an Orphan Asylum, supported by vol- 
untary contributions from associations and in- 
dividuals. Pittsburgh has contributed very 
largely, both in goods and money, to the sup- 
port of this asylum. 

This spring a very valuable present of garden 
seeds from Pittsburgh—most of it from the 
Economy Society—reached us in good season, 
and has had a wonderful effect in stimulating 
the industry of the colored people. Gardens 
are being planted in every direction. We can 
count a hundred different patches in a walk of 
fifteen minutes. 

The “colony” is located about a mile and a 
half from the centreof Nashville. The plan is 
to locate, in acre or half-acre lots, families 
whose heads have employment, a part of the 
time, in Nashville as mechanics or laborers. 
There are but twenty-five acres, but it had 
buildings which could be had from the Govern- 
ment for freedmen’s purposes. The rent of 
these buildings and lots, it is believed, will pay 
the rent of the whole tract, leaving the orphan- 
age, school, etc., free of rent. Here we hope to 
demonstrate that the colored man can take care 
of himself. Already, in industry and good 
habits, the thirty families here will compare 
well with most laboring communities in the 
North. We have here a school, Sabbath 
school, church, store, etc. We have no consta- 
ble, and but one arrest has been made in five 
months. All the people are at work. Some 
are carpenters, some stone-masons, some shoe- 
makers, laborers, etc. When not at work in 
the city they are constantly employed in their 
gardens. A revival of religion is in progress in 





the settlement, and excepting that I am con- 
stantly reminded of the former status of these 
people by their ignorance of reading and writ- 
ing, I see nothing unlike a New England com- 


munity of gardeners or small farmers. Oneof | 


the lady teachers has a night school for adults, 
which is pretty well attended. The only white 
family residing in the colony is com of 
the teachers of our schools. 
teach these people unity of effort, for I hold 
that as speedily as possible they should in all 
things be thrown upon their own resources. In 
little things they are working up to my plan. 
In one day lately eleven of them erected a fence 
twelve hundred feet long. They contribute to 
repair the springs, ete. This plan costs but 
little outlay. The Superintendent, having no 
pecuniary interest in the concern, has the bet- 
ter access to the people, and they are more of 
freemen than they could be under any other cir- 
cumstances. A book might be written of the 
doings in this community during the last six 
weeks, the wonderful spring of industry, the 
simple, earnest discussion of new ideas and 
plans. There are men who, after a hard day’s 
work, come to my office to consult me, who are 
as sound in judgment and practical as most 
white men. In farming matters they are 
greatly my superiors, and in knowledge of men 
display great sagacity. 

There is here a small hospital of twenty-five 
patients, supported by the Bureau. I have 
charge of it without pay. In the phrase of the 
colored people, the hospital is a “mighty com- 
fortable place.” My wife visits it several times 
a day, and prepares delicacies for the very sick. 
The donation of your association for fencing has 
just come, and is most timely. I am exceed- 
ingly grateful, and so will our people be. 

The orphanage has now forty-five inmates. 
We greatly need a matron in place of the one 
who has recently left us. These poor little 
ones, how can we cast them out? And yet 
sometimes our treasury for them has been 
quite empty. May friends be raised up to send 
us means to take care of them. 

Some details of our affairs here would inter- 
est you. I get- what jobs I can for our colon- 
ists. One makes coffins for the poor, supplied 
by the Bureau ; another digs graves; another 
has a store; one will soon start basket-making ; 
one woman makes soap, etc. Can’t some of 


your Pittsburghers come and see for them- . 


selves ? 

The change here is wonderful. Last year 
death, desolation, and misery reigned triumph- 
ant. Now the old contraband camp is a happy 
village of freed people—church, school, store, 
prayer-meeting, hospital, orphanage, gardens, 
village meeting—all life, all thought. 

Yours truly, 
Ws. F. MrtcHE 1, Supt, 





NEW ENCLAND. 
REPORT OF THE TEACHERS’ COMMITTEE. 

THE annual report of the Teachers’ Commit- 
tee of the New England Society has been for- 
warded to usat our request. Our limited space 
forbids our printing it in fall, as we should be 
glad to do, and compels us to content ourselves 
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and our readers with such extracts as will, we 
trust, suffice to give a general idea of the noble 
work in which this society is engaged. We 


|/omit the statistics from this report, as they are 





included in the tabular statements given else- 


REPORT. 
When we offered our last annual report, in 


|}March, 1865, we were still engaged in war, and 


could reach the freedmen only on the small 
strip of sea-coast held by our armies. The Sea 


|| Islands of the Carolinas were the first fields for 


our labor; to these had been added a small 
portion of Virginia held under military rule; 
the District of Columbia; the loyal and re- 
cently emancipated State of Maryland ; and, at 
the very close of the year, the just conquered 
cities of Savannah, Charleston, and Richmond. 








DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Our one school in Washington has been con- 
stantly increasing in importance. The school 
expenses are paid by the trustees of the colored 
school fund. We select, commission, and pay 
the teachers, who report to us. The admirable 
principal of the school, Miss Frances E. Per- 
kins, has been obliged to rest from her arduous 
labors for a few months ; but we trust the au- 
tumn will find her fully restored and again at 
her post. This school has enlarged accommo- 
dations, and can, therefore, be better graded 
than before. 

MARYLAND. 


We feel the deepest interest in the freedmen 
of Maryland, and have done our utmost to aid 
the noble association organized for their im- 
provement in Baltimore. This society is ar- 
ranging an excellent school system throughout 
the State as fast as possible. They are grading 
the schools and establishing a uniform system 
of instruction. The colored people sustain a 
large part of the expense of the work. So suc- 
cessful are the schools that the State Superin- 
tendent reports them equal to any other public 
schools, and advises that they be adopted-and 
supported by the State. It is hoped that this 
measure may be carried at the next session of 
the Legislature. We have at present twenty- 
nine teachers in Maryland, whose salary and 
expenses of transportation we pay, and who re- 
port to us monthly, while all other arrange- 
ments of these schools are entirely under the 
control of the Baltimore Society. 


VIRGINIA. 


In Virginia the year opened with the capture 
of Richmond, and every one felt impatient to 
rush into the rebel capital and carry education 
and comfort to the freedmen who had borne 
\the yoke in the very stronghold of oppression. 
‘Miss Stevenson had gone to Norfolk for a little 
recreation and to visit our schools, and she at 
once started for Richmond, taking with her 
two of our most experienced teachers from 
Norfolk, to aid in organizing the work. 


These teachers were welcomed with the 
greatest delight. In two weeks after the sur- 
render of the city the Misses Chase had 1,075 
'scholars in the First African Church. 








“Among them,” she writes, “we found 
eighty good readers, two hundred 
spellers, and one hundred who had con- 
quered the alphabet. Of the remaining five or 
six hundred many had picked up one or two 
letters in the secret corner where the n 
father kept his treasured book. In spite of the 
rigid laws against teaching the negroes, nearly 
every pide. family in Richmond has one or 
more members who can read.” 


For a statement of the schools established ‘at 
other points in Virginia see Table No. 4. 

All the expenses of the school at Alexandria, 
except the salaries of the teachers, are paid by 
the colored people. Soon after the opening of 
the school at Warrentown it was broken up by 
a brutal attack of rowdies; but through the 
combined efforts of Mr. Chase, General Agent 
of the Commission, and Lieut. McNulty, of the 
Bureau, it has been re-established. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


North Carolina has received a good share o 
our attention, and, but for the prevalent sick- 
ness, we should have sent even more teachers 
thither this spring. The small-pox has pre- 
vailed in Newbern to such an alarming extent 
that the commissioner of the Bureau ordered 
all the schools to be closed. Its ravages seem 
to be confined to the colored people, and the 
teachers say they do not fear for themselves. 
It is hoped the schools may reopen in a few 
weeks. 


Schools are in successful operation at Raleigh, 
Roanoke Island, Kinston, and other places. 
Teachers have also been sent, at the request of 
planters, to open plantation schools at different 
points in this State. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Immediately on the capture of Charleston, 
Mr. James Redpath was appointed Superintend- 
ent of Education for that city. He threw him- 
self into the work with astonishing zeal, energy, 
and success. He secured the use of the public- 
school buildings and reopened them for the use 
of black and white children in separate rooms. 
He offered situations to all former teachers of 
the schools; and sent at once to the Northern 
Societies to furnish him with trained teachers, 
who could organize and discipline the schools. 
The New York and New England societies be- 
came responsible for the salaries of the South- 
ern teachers engaged for the black schools. 


In five days after he took possession of the 
building he had 1,500 pupils, 300 of them whi:e 
children, and at the expiration of the school 
term over 4,000 pupils, with 500 in the night 
schools, and 68 Southern teachers, of whom a 
large proportion were colored. Of his teachers 
28 were sustained by the New England Society. 
A normal class was formed, where colored and 
white Southern teachers sat side by side, learn- 
ing to perform their duties better. 
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For statement of schools at other points in 
8. C. see tables, page 26. 
GEORGIA. 


In January, 1865, soon after the capture of 
the city of Savannah, the colored people formed 
a society called “The Savannah Educational 
Association,” whose object was to found schools 
for their own improvement. Without inter- 
fering with the management of a work so well 
begun, we offered them our assistance whenever 
thty should need it. 

Of the 25 teachers sustained by the N. E. 
Society in Georgia, six were selected and com- 
missioned by this Association; and six more 
Southern teachers have since been commissioned 
by the N. E. Branch. Two are supported by a 
society of Friends in New York. 

UNION. 

During the year this society has united with 
others in a closer union, and has also blended 
into one with the American Union Commission. 
It is not our function to speak of these changes 
otherwise than as affecting the Teachers’ Com- 
mittee. By an agreement with the Branch of 
the Union Commission in Boston, we adopted 
those teachers in North Carolina and Virginia 
whom they had pledged themselves to support. 
We sent to them instructions similar to those 
given to Miss Hosmer at Summerville—that 
their schools must be freely open to blacks as 
well as whites-and on precisely equal terms. 
We have not yet received full reports of their 
efforts to carry out our wishes. As far as our 
experience goes, in the Normal class at Charles- 
ton and in Miss Hosmer’s school at Summerville, 
the result has been entirely favorable. We be- 
lieve that even-handed justice to the blacks will 
conciliate the whites and bring them to a re- 
cognition of their equality sooner than any def- 
erence to Southern prejudice or fear of South- 
ern violence. 

Finding that many young men were eagerly | 
seeking knowledge which would fit them | 
to exercise the rights of American citizens, | 
we have published a cheap pamphlet enti- 
tled “Hand-book for American Citizens,” 
which can be sold to them at the low price of | 
eight cents. It contains the Declaration of In- | 
dependence, Constitution of the United States | 
with the latest amendments, the Emancipation | 
Proclamation, a code of Parliamentary rules, | 
with a list of Presidents and the most import. | 
ant dates in our history. Our teachers will fur- 
nish it at cost to their pupils. 

We congratulate our New England friends | 
and coadjutors upon their evident and increasing | 
prosperity. 

During the year Rev. J. H. Chapin has been 
elected Corresponding Secretary. His marked | 
success as an organizer in the Sanitary Com- | 
mission, upon the Pacific coast, attests the wis- 
dom of the selection. Already under his} 
efficient management the number of the 
auxiliary societies has rapidly increased, and | 
most of the teachers are under the fostering | 
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care of these auxiliaries. Perhaps nothing, 
however, marks the increase of the work of the 
N. E. Branch more than the fact that while in 
January they reported 60 schools, they now re- 
port 83, an increase of more than one-third, 
while the number of their teachers has in- 
creased from 150 to 183. So the good work 


goes on. 
————_r--o —__—_—_ 


NEW YORK. 
REPORT OF THE TEACHERS’ COMMITTEE. 

WE are permitted to make some extracts 
from the report of the Teachers’ Committee of 
the New York Branch, showing their opera- 
tions for the past year. This report, with those 
of the Executive and Finance Committee, are 
about to be published in pamphlet form : 





We have under our supervision something 
| more than 100 schools in different parts of the 
South. This estimate is somewhat vague, be- 
cause the term school is somewhat vague, some 
| of the schools hardly meriting the name, being 
rather appurtenances than institutions, while 
others are rather groups of schools than single 
ones. 

The schools contain altogether on their rolls, 
pupils, 13,744; in all the schools the average 
attendance is 9,677. The number of teachers 
in all the schools is 213. 

There are 7 principals of schools or groups of 
schools. There are 6 superintendents of dis- 
tricts. Of the teachers 24 are men; 189 are 
women. Of the 213 teachers,men and women, 
60 are maintained at the expense of auxiliary 
societies in different Northern States. Of these 
societies there are 33. New York has 20, Maine 
7, New Hampshire 4, Massachusetts 2. The 
banner town in this good cause is our little 
neighbor, Yonkers, which maintains 7 teachers. 
The city of Portland is alone in supporting an 
equal number. The cost of maintaining teach- 
ers varies greatly with their locality. The aver- 
age cost of supporting a teacher during the 
year past, all allowances made, has been in 
round figures $500. 

Besides the schools enumerated there are 
two orphan homes and four industrial schools, 
all in a flourishing condition. 

It will be observed that the schools are very 
unevenly distributed through the different 
States. Maryland has 358 pupils and five teach- 
ers; Georgia has 276 pupils and four teach- 
ers; maintained, too, at great cost in a com- 
munity where other societies were diligent and 
successful before ours went into the field. 
Louisiana has only 61 pupils and two teachers. 
This field would seem to belong properly to the 
Western associations. Numerically we are 





| strongest in the District of Columbia (901 pu- 


pils, 12 teachers), Florida (1,549 pupils, 25 
teachers), Virginia (2,845 pupils, 48 teachers), 
North Carolina (3,738 pupils, 51 teachers), and 
South Carolina (4,016 pupils, 65 teachers). 

All things considered, we are strongest in 
the District of Columbia ; strongest in numbers 
as proportioned to the whole population, and 
much strongest in the completeness of our 
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arrangements, the convenience of our buildings, 


' the organization of the classes, the efficiency of 


the teaching corps. We point to our Washing- 
ton schools with pride. Under the superintend- 
ing of Mr. Lelie they have fully repaid all our 
care of them, and met all our expectations. 

In Virginia there exists so much competition 
among the different associations, especially in 
the large towns like Richmond, Petersburg, 


All these embarrassments, however, are vastly 
|less than they were aforetime ; and in spite of 
all difficulties, perplexities, and delays, uncer- 
tain tenure, scant accommodation, hostile preju- 
dice, misunderstanding, and inexperience, the 
work has gone on well; it has made great ad- 
vance. Our teachers, with very few exceptions, 
have done credit to themselves, to the associa- 
tion, and to the cause. Some have acquitted 











. Maryland, and portions of Virginia in case other 


Norfolk, that the expediency of retiring from 
several points in that State has been suggested ree 
and casually entertained. made, but they were not beyond correction. 
In Florida our work is well done, and it is | One or two disagreeable passages have occurred, 
believed that more might be done in that State | but they were passed without danger. Our 
another year. We have penetrated as far as | teachers have been able, faithful, zealous, and 
Tallahassee. But of the States, South Carolina | discreet. They have gained the confidence of 
presents for us the most encouraging record. the black people, and, so far as was possible, of 
Thus, in Beaufort District, we have 1,127 pupils the whites. aoe . 
and 25 teachers; in Charleston, 987 pupils and | None have died in the service, but few have 
16 teachers ; and in Columbia, 835 pupils and 10 | been sick, With now and then a local excep- 
teachers. The schools in Charleston and in | tion, incidental and of small consequence, they 
Beaufort District are in the main well organized, | have lived peacefully and amicably together, 
disciplined, and conducted. It would not be | emulous only of deserving, in the work. 
difficult to gain the supremacy in Charleston.| In view of the probable assignment of more 
Columbia is all our own, and it offers an indefi- | definite departments to the several associations 
nite field for operations. Our admirable super- | from which to draw supplies and teachers, it is 
intendent there, Dr. T? G. Wright, has been | gratifying to note the increased interest taken 
importuning all winter for the means to increase |in the education of the freedmen by our own 
his activities and extend his work. With | State. New Y ork, as has been remarked, has 
adequate funds we could have doubled our | twenty auxiliary societies that support thirty- 
achievement in the very heart of South Carolina, | seven teachers. From all the State, some fifty 
and effected something of great value towards | teachers have been sent to the association, and 
the education of the people. | they have not been inferior in general to those 
These indications are made as the basis for | that have been supplied by other States. The 
the suggestion that henceforth the policy of | more the Ladies’ Committee extend their or- 
concentration be adopted rather than the policy | gans, the more teachers we shall have from the 
of diffusion. A few localities firmky possessed | State. There are already more than 350 of these 
and conscientiously developed are better than | auxiliary societies, formed under the auspices 
many half occupied or but feebly entered. A | of these indefatigable women, whose work, al- 
few schools in well selected spots, well provided | ready so invaluable, promises to become in the 
with teaching apparatus, thoroughly appointed, | future a most important feature in the general 
ably officered, and completely graded, would | enterprise. 
probably effect more in the way most desirable 
than many schools scantily furnished and feebly 
administered. Quality weighs more than quan.- | - 
tity. The withdrawal from the Valley of el ne ee 


Mississippi was one step towards concentration. | Number of schools. ........... ..ecsseeeeceeee 


themselves nobly, enduring great privations 
for duty’s sake. Some mistakes had been 





O. B. FrorTHrneHam, Chairman. 





83 
The withdrawal from weak spots to strong ones | Number of teachers. .. ..........s.cecseseeeees 187 
would be more steps in the same direction equal- | Pupils enrolled.............. ...cesseseees «eee 11,864 
ly wise, perhaps. It is not decided here what | Average UIE os iyi chaser Jededaeaene 8,022 
places it would be better to withdraw from, but | Pupils under sixteen.............. ....2+0+- 529% 


it may be found judicious to abandon Georgia, 





associations compete with us for the field, and 
mass our force in Florida, the Carolinas, and 
the District of Columbia. This policy would be 
in accordance with the tendency to unity and a 


MARYLAND. 
SUMMARY OF SCHOOLS. 


new distribution of parts under one central so- 
ciety, which is now gaining favor. It would be 
an immense advantage, in the judgment of the 
Committee, if the several associations who are 
devoting themselves to the same work would 


We have received no detailed reports from 
the Baltimore Branch. The following table 
shows the progress of their work during the 
quarter ending April 1. For further informa- 
tion concerning the schools in Maryland the 





agree upon the special points they would occu- 
py, leaving to each its own domain. As each 
would select for itself the points where it was 


reader is referred to Tables 3 and 4. 


Number of schools in operation [including those 





: . l societies] . ay. San eR 
strongest, it would seem as if such an arrange-|_ _f denominationa 

ment might be made without serious difficulty, apse rl pag ne eee 20 
and without inj ustice. ‘ Number of teachers commissioned during quar- 

The experience of the past year will doubt- pnd 2 Be. ee ee 29 
less assist us to perfect our system of dele- | wamber of teachers relieved during quarter 2 
gated authority and responsibility. We have | proximate number of pupils ee 
suffered all along from a defective hierarchy. | Amount of money collected during quarter . — . $10,077 97 


. 
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RECEIPTS OF FREEDMEN’S AND UNION 
COMMISSION. 
b. e. American Freedmen’ - Aid ee... 


$880 46 
2,014 33 


. Through Rev. 8. May, Jr.: 
London Freedmen's 
ciety 
Londen Negro Aid Society. 40— 
9. American F. A. Com 
. Rev. 4 


Aid So- 

20 
400 00 
671 24 
E. Switzer, New Prospect, 


N. 10 2% 
. Rev. W. A. Runner, Gorham, Onta- 
rio Co., 474 
. British Freedmen’ s Aid Aszociation 
(£250) 1,653 39 
. American Union Com.... , 7,000 00 
. Funds from abroad through | New 
York Branch ... 836 26) 
. Wilson Armstead, 
, . 6,311 11) 
102 15 | 


100 00 


3. Miss Julia a] 
. Rev. W. H. Eaton, 
Goffstown Center, 
5. Ladies’ Edinburgh 
Committee (£15) 
. H. H. Hovey, Albany, Vt 
27. Bangor Freedmen’s Com......... 
. Rev. Josiah Brewer, Stockbridge, 
Mass., Housatonic Cong. Society. 
. Rev. G. W. Arms, North Fairfax 
church, Vt 
. Tribune Association 
. American Union Com.. 
12. Mr. Coan, Honolulu (in gold).. 
. Jonathan Brown, North Gruther, 
N. uf 


19. Mrs. . Box 38, Rutland, Vt 

19. Northampton. . 

19. J. N. Crocker, Esq., “Chariton, N.Y. 
19. Hannah Howe, West Enfield, N. H.. 
21. Clinton Soldiers’ Aid Society 

21. Comité Vaudois, Switzerland 


"Suances 


32 00 


17 60 | 
1, 000 00 | 


Total receipts from February 17 to dene 


21 (two months and four days).. 22,384 14 


- ~-~>-- 


BOOK NOTICES. 


[Book publishers wishing their publications noticed 
in this journal should send them to the General Secre- 
tary, Rev. Lyman Abbott, 76 John Street. They are re- 
quested to indicate the net cost of the publications sent.) 


Roprnson’s SERIES OF MATHEMATICS. 5 vols. 
Table-Book. Primary, Intellectual, Written, 
and Practical Arithmetics. Ivison, Phinney, 
Blakeman & Co., New York. 

The attractive style in which the publishers 
have dressed these school-books is a strong rec- 
ommendation, were there no other. A scholar 
attempts a hard lesson in mathematics with 
much greater cheerfulness if the letters are dis 
tinct and the page has a clear and open appear- 
ance. We believe that the reputation which | 
this series has already obtained for its accuracy | 
and comprehensiveness is so thoroughly estab- 
lished that it needs no comment of ours. 


SANDERS’s NEW SERIES OF READERS. 
Phinney, Blakeman & Co., New York. 
This series comprises bcoks for beginners 

and from those to scholars in high schools. 

They are carried from the alphabet so gradu- 

ally and pleasantly that learning to read is 

made more of a pleasure than a task. The se- 
lections seem to us to be unusually good. 


. 


Ivison, 


Tue SPENCERIAN SysTEM OF PRACTICAL PEN- 
MANSHIP. In 12 numbers, 4 distinct series. 
By P. R. Spencer. Ivison, Phinney, Blake- 
man & Co., New York. 


This system has especial attractions for us. 
As we look at the admirable way in which it 
compels good writing, we wish that some of our 
| correspondents would remember that they are 
not too old to learn, and would use these copy- 
books for a time, till their manuscripts should 
come to us more legible. We heartily recom- 
mend this series to teachers and parents. 





| THE FREEDMAN’s SPELLING-Book — THE 


FREEDMAN’s First, SECOND, AND THIRD 
| READERS — THE FREEDMAN’S LIBRARY. 
Vols. 1 and 2, The American Tract Society : 
Boston, Mass. 


| Excellent little volumes, well adapted to 
| their purpose. The selections are made with 
| reference to imparting instruction in matters of 


| history and morality as well asin reading. The 


it 29 | books are neatly published, as almost every- 


| thing issuing from that quarter is. 
| But why have a Freedman’s Primer any 
38 | mor than a Dutchman’s Primer or an Irish- 
|man’s Primer? Are not the so-called Freed- 
| men to learn the same language, spell the same 
words, and read the same literature as the rest 
of us? Then why in the name of common 
sense not learn out of the same primers? If 
we wish to abolish these odious caste distine- 
tions from our laws, why ingrain it in our edu- 
cational systems by the very titles of our books? 
Suppose the child was a slave, is that any rea- 
son why this odious recollection should be 
thrust in his face for ever after? Some one will 
say, “ Physician, heal thyself. Do you not also 
publish THE FREEDMAN?’ Yes! But not a 
Freedman’s Magazine, nor a magazine for 
Freedmen. We accepted this title because we 
already found it incorporated in the titles of all 
the journals of our branch societies, and be- 
cause it indicates the actual fact that its ‘pages 
| are largely devoted to information concerning 
| the condition and prospects of the freed people. 
| But we publish no magazine for aclass. We 
| hold that the emancipated are men ; that they 
| are entitled to the best literature which Ameri- 
can authorship can produce, and to nothing in- 
ferior or different from that used by the rest of 
}us, Gentlemen of the Tract Society, will you 
| not consider the propriety of amending your 
title-page in the next edition, and issuing hence- 
forth but one form of literature for all alike, 
whatever their race or color? What would be 
said of “The Poor-man’s Primer?” The 
“ Freedman’s Primer” is in principle no bet- 
ter. 














